" pedal

and 61 per cent of the we1ght up
front, it could hardly be ather-
wise.. It is the Ford - Sierra
XR4x4’s more even . weight
distribution and dominant rear
drive that gives it arguably better
handling balance, lf oot greater
ability.

Early Quattros were prone to-

snap into unseemly oversteer if
yoit cut the power when corner-

ing on the limit. Not the latest

one. Front toe-in changes have
given the car much tamer, more
progressive tuck-in characteris-
tics. Not that you’re normally
aware of them as this is one of
those -cars .that goes where it’s
pointed, ‘like a. slot racer.
Whether .accelerating or throt-

tling back, braking even, there’s -

‘normally no deviation from the

. chosen ling, no loss of com-

posure. Power  assistance

- relieves you of itrenuous steer-

ing exercise without totally

depriving sensitive hands of

communicative feedback. Not
that you- really need it in a car
that - points and  turnsg' so
decisively and securely. Roll is
negligible. . -

All this comes with- autl S]Cld
brakes as well, provided you
don’t lck éither of the diffs and
render the ABS system inopera-
tive. So what 'do.you do when,
driving hard on wei roads?- Audi
récommend locking the centré
diff for better traction and im-
proved ‘nortal’ braking, There

it increased resistance to skid-

ding when there’s a rigid link
between front and rear wheels,
But to deny yourself the ben efits
of  the world’s most - sophls-
ticated braking system when it's

Aikely to be needed most seemsto
. us pointless, On or off, the

rubbéry feel of the long-travel
doesn’t . indicate  the
preserice of awesome brakes that
you ¢an stand-ob mid bend and
still stéer clear of trouble it is
this ability to retain’ dlrectmnal
control, ‘as much as to reduce
stopping distances, that _make
ARS the greatest advance in car

" safety since the seat belt,

.The with-or-without dilemma
is not one that faces the dnver of
a Sierra XR4x4, of course.
With its FF viscous coupling that
locks automatically when fromnt

-and rear wheels turn at
-significantly different speeds,

there are no diff locks and there-
fore no need to canicel the anti-
skid braking system,

"There is about the Quattro
typical Teutonic .build ‘quality
and solidity, Everylhmg fi ts,
everythmg works  with’ cnsp
precision.  Interior decor “is
charactensncally dark and
Iestrained, sombre even despite
the seats’ tweed upholstery,
Only when you switch on does

the *black-hole’ electronic dash
light up, check-out mode first,
then running display in the

-dreary. green hue of a fading .

pocket calculator. The big-digit
speeto js easy to read (in metric
or Imperial units if you can find

the hidden changeover swnch) .

After a while its continous
‘ﬂashmg as - the
changes, every two seconds or
50, cease to be a peripheral

distraction, What’s. left in the -

20.2gal fuel tank is also indi-

- cated digitally, in whole gallons

or litres. So are the various
modes” of the trip computer

- which will show average fuel
B PERFORMANCE

‘elapsed. time and  remaining

consumption, average’ speed

range - a figure. invariably ‘at

variance with what the magic .

chip said was left in the tank and

_'a fuel consurription that strayed

little from the 20mpg mark.

. Straight bar chartsshowboost

pressure” (of no practical value)
and engine temperature, and a

tising curved onethe enginerevs, -

lis two-blob LED pointer is not
easy to read at a glance. As well

" as these rather cheerless, contro-

versial instruments (allof which,

3peedo excepted, can be extin-

guished at night), there’s “the

) warnmg system 5 na.ggmg
female” voice. - Big' Sister
unfortunately ~cannot - " be

‘silenced. Several times she told

us to check things that were

functioning -propetly. What's-

‘wrong with ﬂashmg tell-tales?

Apart from the crude height -

adjuster, the deeply contoured
seats are superb. you can lean
heavily ' against ‘the . bolstered
backrests - and-need ‘to -when
cornering hard. There’s also
firm ‘support Tor your: lumbar
regions and th:ghs Seated so

_comfortably you can forgive'the
’ _tmresﬂlent suspension {40 -per

cent stiffer than it used to be). for

. its hard ride. Low-speed jolti-
. ness is a ¢onstant remingder that

spring ‘and 'daniper settings are

. biased heawly in favour of taut .

handling, not suppleness,

For all that, the Quattro is-a’

cossetting  car. Heating - and
ventilation - work well enough,

‘noise levels are modest except

when the - harsh -~ engine is
extended to high revs. Driven
with restraint on smooth roads

(coarse ones make' the .tyres .J

rumble) this Audi is-as peaceful
as most luxury saloons. It is also

as well equipped; with electric |

windows and mirrors, heated
seats, central locking ".and
respectable hi-fi, All that as well

as four-wheel-drive, anti-lock .
brakes, turbocharged miuscle.
and a heavy dependence on the

silicon chip. What more oquld
you want? Maybe Ferguson
diffs and a V8 engine . . .
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[~ And finally they’ll test the car thoroughly, on

WhenJanOdor
 develops his
turbocharged Ford:
~speedisthelast
thingonhismind.

To Jan Odor, creating turbocharged cars is as
much an art as it is a science. The science comes with
the turbocharger. The art is knowing what to do with it.

If it’s sheer speed and acceleration you’re
looking fot, Jan Odor can certainly give it to you. But
drive a Janspeed Ford and you'll discover you've a
great deal more besides. Because to Jan Odor, creating -

.4 ‘total performance package is the art and the heart of
his business.

Janspeed will create for you a Ford turbocharged
instaliation which matches the character of the car.
Whether Escort diesel or XR3i, Orion, Sierra, Capri,
the new Granada, or somethmg really special for the
Sierra 4 x4,

- Janspeed will create for you the optimum
combination of engine power, tractability, economy
and reliability. They’ll match it carefully to the
vehicle’s chassis. They'll subtly develop suspension,
brakes, engine cooling and fuel management systems.
They'll provide alternative wheels, tyres and
aerodynamic aids. '

Jnnspeed Turbo Dezlers

Bristol Street Motors Ltd Mason Hill, Bmmlcy, Kent. Tel: 01 460 9101,
Currie Motors All branches. Else Motor Group High Street, Codnor,
Derbyshire. Tel: 0733 42321, The Gordons Garage (Dulwich) Lid 33-35
Dulwich Road, London, SE22. Tel: 01-693 6121. Haynes of Maidstone Lid
Ashford Road, Maidstone, Kemt. Tel: 0622 56781, Station Garages Station
Approach East, Hassocks, West Sussex. Tel: 07918 4256. $tormont -
Engineering Co Lid 3 Mouot Epheaim, Tunbricge Wells, Keot. Tel: 0892 21

) both dynamometer and on the road, to make sure it
performs the way you’ll want it to.
Make a call to Janspeed today on Salisbury 21833

Stormm:lt {Merseyside) Ltd Linacre Lanc, Bootle, Liverpool. Tel: 051 922
and ask about their range of performance- engmeered
turbocharged Fords, and if it s only speed you're

cemiiitee  JANSPEED
PERFORMANCE ENG[NEER[N(

Janspeed Engineering Ltd, Castle Road, Salisbury, Wilts SP1 38Q. Tel: 0722 21833/6
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